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Proposed FY21 Budget Council Questions 
 
GENERAL FUND 
 
Does the budget include funding for improvements to the Main Street Cemetery? 
 
Yes, the General Fund includes $10,000 for improvements to the Main Street Cemetery. The cemetery 
is maintained by the Historical Society. Staff will work with the Historical Society to identify and 
install/construct the desired improvements. 
 
 
In which state and federal task forces does the Police Department participate? 
 
See attached for a document detailing the task forces the Police Department participates in.  
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TASK FORCE OVERVIEW 
 
The Downers Grove Police Department partners with local, State and federal law enforcement 
agencies to investigate illegal drug trafficking, and to enhance the Village’s preparedness to respond 
to major crimes and other emergencies. Because criminal activity often impacts multiple communities, 
law enforcement agencies coordinate efforts with these partners to share personnel, information, and 
other resources. One of the ways that the Downers Grove Police Department shares resources is by 
participating in State and federal task force operations.  
 
Three Downers Grove police officers are currently assigned to full-time task force positions; one 
officer to each of the following groups: 
  

● The Illinois State Police DuPage Metropolitan Enforcement Group (DuMEG) is a 
multi-jurisdictional drug enforcement task force operated by the Illinois State Police. DuMEG is 
comprised of twenty-six local, State, and federal partners to investigate illicit drug trafficking in 
DuPage County. The Village of Downers Grove has partnered with DuMEG since 2002.  

● The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) joint DEA/FBI task force investigates major 
drug trafficking cases in and around the Chicago metropolitan area.  The Village of Downers 
Grove has partnered with the DEA since 2012.  

● Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) is a federal drug and money laundering task force. 
The HSI task force investigates major financial crimes related to drug trafficking organizations. 
HSI also investigates human trafficking. The Village of Downers Grove has partnered with HSI 
since 2018. 

 
By partnering with local, State and federal law enforcement agencies, the Downers Grove Police 
Department has achieved the following enhancements to Village services:  
 

● Priority access to State and federal resources during emergencies 
● Career enhancement and employee retention  
● Training and mentoring opportunities for Police Department staff. Task Forces officers remain 

active in the Village of Downers Grove by providing training for Downers Grove officers in the 
areas of drug enforcement and investigative techniques.  They also provide support to the 
Police Department’s Investigations unit for major criminal investigations.  

● Succession planning. Task Force officers gain supervisory and leadership experience as they 
advance within their teams. Upon completion of their 3-5 year assignment, task force officers 
have achieved supervisory and command positions in the Downers Grove Police Department, 
while others have become members of the Investigations unit within the department. 

● Information and resource sharing to make a broader impact on drug operations across 
DuPage County and throughout northern Illinois 

● Advanced training for task force officers in major case investigations, including organized 
crime, drug trafficking, financial crimes, human trafficking, and cyber forensics 

● Access to equitable sharing funds through State and federal asset forfeiture for eligible law 
enforcement expenses  

● Reimbursement of overtime expenses related to task force operations 
 



The assignment of task force officers is part of a comprehensive approach to public partnerships. The 
Downers Grove Police Department also participates in several County-wide and regional joint 
initiatives, including:  
 

● DuPage Metropolitan Emergency Response and Investigations Team (MERIT) for major 
crimes, SWAT, crime scene and cyber forensics, major crash investigations 

● Northern Illinois Police Alarm System (NIPAS) for large scale public events and crowd control 
● Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm System (ILEAS) for emergency mutual aid  
● The DuPage Justice Information System (DuJIS) to consolidate 911 communications and 

records management across all DuPage public safety agencies 
● The DuPage County Fire Investigation Task Force (DCFITF) for arson and suspicious fires 
● Illinois Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task Force to investigate child sexual exploitation 
● DuPage Incident Management Assistance Team (IMAT) for executive law enforcement 

assistance for critical incidents and large scale planned events  


